Doberman Rescue of North Carolina, Inc.

Adoption Contract

AGREEMENT made this 
 day of 


, 20
, between Doberman Rescue of North Carolina, Inc. (hereinafter "DRNC"), represented by Doberman Rescue's agent, (print DRNC agent name)





 (hereinafter "Rescuer"), and (print adopter's name)






(hereinafter "Adopter"), an individual who resides at:

(print adopter's address)









(print adopter's telephone number)








(print adopter's email address)









WHEREAS, Rescuer has custody, on behalf of DRNC, of the following Doberman Pinscher (hereafter "Dog");

Name:












Sex:












Age (estimate):











Color:












Microchip Number:










and

WHEREAS, Adopter wishes to take custody of Dog;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of Rescuer's relinquishment of custody of Dog, Adopter hereby gives and grants unto Rescuer and DRNC, as a basis on which Dog is released, this Adoption, Release and Indemnity Agreement, and promises, covenants and agrees as follows:

1. Adopter to care for Dog lovingly (including, but not limited to, adequate food, shelter, water, veterinary care and love);

2. Adopter not to sell, trade or dispose of Dog in any way.  If Adopter cannot keep Dog or chooses to no longer keep Dog, Adopter will return Dog to DRNC without refund of adoption donation.  DRNC strongly recommends that Adopter make family and veterinarian aware that dog must be returned to DRNC in the event of adopter demise;

3. Adopter to ensure Dog is maintained on heartworm preventative and keep all immunizations current (or maintain titer levels within protective limits) according to a veterinarian's schedule; and to provide rabies vaccinations according to State Law; DRNC staff will contact Adopter's veterinarian within one year after adoption to confirm that this requirement is being met;

4. Adopter understands that Dog is assumed to be in healthy condition unless otherwise disclosed.  DRNC will not be responsible for any conditions of which clinical symptoms are not present at the time of adoption;

5. Adopter understands that no Dog obtained from DRNC may have its ears cropped after being placed with Adopter.  DRNC does not place puppies until they are spayed/neutered and, the Dog’s age is outside the window of opportunity for a successful ear crop.  DRNC does not want its rescue Dogs to undergo the stress and pain associated with an unsuccessful ear crop;

6. Adopter to license Dog in accordance with the laws and ordinances and to abide by the leash laws and ordinances of the municipality, county and state in which Adopter lives;

7. Adopter to ensure no choke-type collar or other potentially dangerous equipment shall be left on Dog when it is unsupervised;

8. Adopter to keep Dog as a house pet, to be exercised in a fenced yard or on a leash, and not allowed to roam the streets;

9. Adopter to not allow Dog to ride in the open bed of a pickup truck;

10. Adopter to promptly notify DRNC of any change of address;

11. Adopter to keep Dog exclusively as a pet; shall not be kept chained or tied; and shall not be trained or used as an attack or protection or guard or fighting dog;

12. Adopter understands that the Doberman Pinscher is an intelligent and high-energy breed.  Formal obedience training is STRONGLY advised in order to insure that Adopter acquires the knowledge and skills necessary to provide effective leadership and training to Dog in a positive manner; 

13. Adopter agrees that DRNC reserves the right to examine and make inquiry about Dog at any time.  If Adopter fails to keep Dog in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, DRNC may retake custody of Dog without refunding adoption donation and without recourse by Adopter;

14. Adopter agrees that no AKC registration certificate, if applicable, will be transferred to Adopter and that microchip registration will remain in the name of DRNC in order to provide long term safety for Dog;

15. Adopter affirms that all information contained on Adopter's Adoption Application is true and correct.  If any information contained on Adopter's Adoption Application is untrue, Adopter expressly agrees that DRNC may retake custody of Dog without refunding adoption donation and without recourse by Adopter;

16. Adopter agrees that the breach by Adopter of this Agreement would damage DRNC in a way that could not be adequately compensated by monetary damages.  The parties therefore agree that the breach or threatened breach by Adopter of this Agreement may appropriately be restrained by an injunctive order for Adopter to return Dog to DRNC, granted by a court of appropriate jurisdiction.  Adopter further agrees that the actual damages that might be sustained by DRNC by reason of the breach by Adopter of this Agreement are uncertain and would be difficult of ascertainment, and that, in addition to the injunctive relief agreed to above, the sum of $800 would be reasonable compensation for such monetary damages and attorney's fees.  Adopter hereby promises to pay, and DRNC hereby agrees to accept, such sum as liquidated damages, and not as a penalty, in the event of such breach;

17. Adopter agrees that this Agreement shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of North Carolina; and

18. Adopter agrees that any disputes between the parties to this Agreement concerning the subject matter of this Agreement shall be submitted for resolution to the courts of Wake County, North Carolina.

ADOPTER further promises, covenants and agrees:

HOLD HARMLESS
Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) shall not be liable to adopter on any theory of legal liability including the sole or concurrent negligence of Rescuer and/or DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members), for any injury, death or damage directly or indirectly caused by Dog.  Adopter does hereby release Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) from any and all liability, claims, suits, demands, or causes of action which may arise out of or be brought against Rescuer and/or DRNC (and/or its Officers, Board of Directors and members) by virtue of the release of Dog to Adopter.  It is the expressed intention of Adopter, Rescuer and DRNC that the release provided for in this paragraph is designed and intended to protect Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) from the consequences of any attack, behavior or other action by Dog, and from the consequences of any act or omission or negligence on the part of Rescuer or DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) in obtaining custody of Dog, in providing care for Dog, or in failing to provide timely or adequate warning to any person concerning Dog.

INDEMNIFICATION
Adopter expressly agrees to defend, pay, indemnify and hold harmless Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) from all suits, actions, losses, damages, claims or liability of any character, type or description, including without limiting the generality of the foregoing all expenses of litigation, court costs and attorney's fees for injury or death to any person, or injury to any property, received or sustained by any person or persons or property, arising out of or occasioned by, directly or indirectly, the release of Dog to Adopter.  It is the expressed intention of Adopter, Rescuer and DRNC that the indemnity provided for in this paragraph is designed and intended to protect Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officer, Board of Directors and members) from the consequences of any attack, behavior or other action by Dog, and from the consequences of any act or omission or negligence on part of Rescuer or DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) in obtaining custody of Dog, in providing care for Dog, or in failing to provide timely or adequate warning to any person concerning Dog.

NO WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS
Adopter understands that Rescuer and DRNC make no warranties (express or implied) or representations as to the health, fitness, demeanor or well being of Dog.  Adopter accepts Dog "as is".  Because of this, Adopter understands that Rescuer and DRNC (and its Officers, Board of Directors and members) accept no responsibility if Dog should die after being released to Adopter or should bite, scratch, injure or cause the death of any person or animal or cause damage to property after being released into Adopter's custody.

ADOPTER'S SIGNATURE                                                                                
DATE

DRNC REPRESENTATIVE'S SIGNATURE                                                    
DATE 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDENDUM # 1  (If not applicable, “X” out)
The Dog you have adopted was treated for heartworms on 



. Your veterinarian should test him/her approximately four months following treatment.  If, at that time, the Dog still tests positive for heartworms, he/she should be returned to DRNC for another treatment at DRNC’s expense.  The need for re-treatment is extremely rare, but DRNC will stand behind the initial treatment and will provide a second course of treatment if needed.

DRNC REPRESENTATIVE'S SIGNATURE                                                    
DATE 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDENDUM # 2  (If not applicable, “X” out)

The Dog you have adopted tested negative for heartworms when he/she came into our rescue program.  However, in rare instances, a dog initially testing negative can test positive within the first 6 months following entry into our program, even though he/she is put on monthly heartworm preventative upon entering our rescue program.  This is because it takes approximately six months after a mosquito bite from a carrying insect before a dog produces the antigens that cause a positive heartworm reading.  Your dog tested negative for heartworms on 



.  Keep the Dog on monthly heartworm preventative (his/her foster parent will tell you which day of the month to administer preventative).  He/she should be re-tested by your veterinarian six months from that date.  If, at that time, the Dog tests positive for heartworms, he/she should be returned to DRNC for treatment at DRNC’s expense.

DRNC REPRESENTATIVE'S SIGNATURE                                                    
DATE 
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